May 23, 1907.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 





Hoard of Grade Journal. 


Vol. LVII.] May 23, 1907. [No. 547 














The Offices of the Commercial Inielligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C, — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London,” Code—5th 
Edition A.B.C., telephone number 12807 Central. A statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 390. 

The attention of British traders is directed to the Sample 
Room, where the following are on view, with other exhibits :— 





Reference in “ Board 


of Trade Journal.”’ 
Samples. 





Date. (Page. 





| 

Straw hats, for native wear, sold in China ve ove | Sth May, 1907 | 257 
Olive oil produced in South Australia eee one oon F' “& | 278 
Italian textiles sold in Egypt ae 2nd_sé, | 234 
A substance somewhat similar to Irish Moss, ‘made ia Japan 25th April, | 189 
Cotton seed and rubber from Angola bee ose ot Oe | 140 
Soap sold in Cuba eos ove eee _ ——o 06 | 59 
Cotton grown in Asiatic Turkey onl mt ... | 24th Jan., | 193 
Woollen and Worsted Yarns in demand in J apan . a FAO we | 139 
Sundry articles made of artificial rubber ... soe eee | 10th ,, 84 
Fish Skin from Sicily ... - oes end ona ~—: 35 
Vegetable Fat from Guatemala 60s .. | 27th Dec., 1906 625 
Guayule Rubber, raw and manufactured, from Mexico | 20th ,, 575 
Sundry fibres from Mexico ... ce ee eee ... | 15th Nov., 325 
Hosiery Yarn from Mexico ... ous ons eee éee - 325 
Wild cotton from Hayti _ ose one eek ose - “ 320 
Sardines tinned at Santander _ eee nai --- | 8th “ 279 
Vegetable Fibres from Chungking .. 7 «oe | Ist “ 225 
Sweaters, of German make, used by the Chinese .. .- | 11th Oct., 56 
Japanese Paper, Flannelette and Cottons sold in Corea... | 13th Sept. 512 
Specimens of Chinese Padlocks and Keys ... ond ...| 9th Aug., 255 











The following Special Trade Enquiry Offices are also at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:—India, Dominion of Canada, 
Queensland, Transvaal and Orange River Colony. Statements 
of the objects and work of these Enquiry Offices will be found 
on p. 391. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The East Indian Railway Company are prepared to receive tenders 
Wheels and for the supply and delivery of wheels and axles 
‘Saiek for waggons and brake vans, in accordance with 

the specification that may be seen at the Com- 
pany’ s Offices, Nicholas Lane, London, E.C. . Tenders are to be sent 
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BRITISH INDIA-— continued. 


to the Secretary marked ‘Tender for Wheels and Axles,” not later 
than noon on the 29th May. The Company reserve the right to 
divide the order, also to decline any tender without assigning a 
reason, and do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or any 
tender. For each specification a fee of 1l. ls. is charged, which 
cannot under any circumstances be returned. 





The Board of Directors of the Southern Mahratta Railway Com-, 
any, Limited, are prepared to receive tenders 

Girder Bridges. for girder bridges, in accordance with the 
specification and drawings that may be seen at 

the offices of the Company, 46, Queen Anne’s Gate, London, S.W. 
The charge for the specification is one guinea, which will not be 
returned. ‘Tenders will be received by the Secretary, marked 
‘‘Tender for Girder Bridges,” up to noon on the 11th June, 1907. 
The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or any 


tender. 





CANADA. 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government Offices, 17, Victoria Street, 
London, §S.W., whence further information 
regarding them may be obtained:— 


HOME ENQUIRIES. 

Enquiry is made for names of Canadian firms in a position 
to export built-up roofs and panelling for railway car interiors, roofs 
of automobiles, &c., there being a considerable demand for three-ply. 
veneer of the kind. 

A West of England firm manufacturing and exporting saddlery 
and ironmongery are seeking representation in Canada. 

The manufacturers of a patent automatic bottle washing machine, 
which has been thoroughly tested and proved to be effective, having 
a capacity of five and seven gross per hour, according to size, are 
desirous of appointing capable representatives in Canada who are 
in a position to push the sale. They also desire representation in 
a patent cork and bottle suitable for aérated waters, beers and still 


liquors. 


Commercial 
Enquiries. 


CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A correspondent at Toronto makes enquiry respecting a market. 
in the United Kingdom among ‘strawboarc, cardboard and paper 
manufacturers for wheat and oat straw. He also asks for names 
of importers of hay and straw for food and bedding. 

An English agent, about to proceed on a journey through Canada 
on behalf of certain manufacturers, nate &c., is prepared to 
represent a few other firms. , , 
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: CANADA—continued. 


_ A commission agent, who is shortly leaving for Canada, is 
prepared to represent houses in perfumery, toilet requisites and 
similar goods. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 


17, Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
whence further information regarding them may be obtained :— 


HOME ENQUIRIES. 
A firm in the South of England would like to obtain an agency 
for the sale of a tine strong Canadian flour in England. 
A Company manufacturing cables and accessories of all kinds 
would like to do business in Canada. 
A firm manufacturing electric arc lamps would like to obtain a 
share of Canadian trade. 


CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A manufacturers’ agent in Montreal, whose travellers cover the 
whole of Canada, is prepared to represent United Kingdom 
manufacturers of woollens for men’s and women’s wear, dress goods, 
underwear and hosiery. 

A manufacturers’ representative in Toronto, doing business 
with the wholesale trade, seeks additional agencies in stationery 
and kindred goods. 

A Montreal firm doing business in building supplies of all kinds 
wish to hear from United Kingdom manufacturers seeking export 
trade. 

A manufacturers’ agent in Montreal, who already represents 
several United Kingdom manufacturers, is prepared to undertake 
a first-class silk agency. 


Note.——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade are informed by the Officer-in-Charge of the 
ae Commonwealth Offices in London (Capt. Collins, 
Tele ie mm eile C.M.G.) that he has received tender forms and 
7 Material - specifications in connexion with the following 
fscmccianart Tub supplies required by the Postmaster-General’s 
iiielinn Department in the States named :— 

dai Post and telegraph stores,: Queensland (se 

“Board of Trade Journal” of 9th May, p. 252). ° : 
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Cells, corks, tubes, &c., South Australia (see “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 18th April, pp. 107-8). 

Common battery telephone material, Tasmania (see ‘ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 25th April, p. 155). 

Telegraph and telephone material, South Australia (see ‘“‘ Board 
of Trade Journal ” of 16th May, p. 300). 

Also the following :— 

Four sections of a common battery switchboard and 650 
subscribers’ telephones, to specification No. 145. Tenders 
will be received up to the 2nd September next, at the office of 
the Deputy Postmaster-General, Krisbane. 

Supply and construction, complete, of a pneumatic tube 
service. ‘Tenders will be received up to the 10th July, at the 
office of the Deputy Postmaster-General, Sydney. 

The forms and specifications referred to are saidahbe for the use 
of British manufacturers at the Commonwealth Offices, 72, Victoria 
Street, S.W. Copies may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Real of ‘rade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


Tenders are invited and will be received by the Colonial Secretary, 
Mail and Straits Settlements, not later than the 15th 
Immieration SS. July, 1907, for a Mail and Immigration Service 
len with between India and the Straits Settlements. 
India. Further particulars may be obtained from the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies, Whitehall Gar- 


dens, London, 8.W. 





EGYPT: 


According to ‘‘ Handels Museum ” (Vienna), the imports of candles 
into Egypt of recent years have not shown 

Candles. an increase corresponding to the growth of the 
population, owing to the adoption of other 

modes of lighting. Nevertheless, in 1906, the imports of candles 
amounted to 1,128,309 kilogs., of which 640,352 kilogs. came 
from France, and the remainder chiefly from the Netherlands: 
Belgium and the United Kingdom supplied a small proportion. 
Stearine candles constitute by far the greatest portion of those 
imported, wax candles being required only for use in the Greek 
churches. Fremch candles are imported in cases of 11 kilogs. net 
containing 30 packets of 4 candles each; the inferior qualities 
come in cases of from 4 to 7 kilogs. Candles from the Nether- 
lands are sent in cases of from 8 to 15 kilogs., containing as a rule 
30 (but occasionally 10 or 15) packets of 3, 4, 5 or 6 candles. 
Belgian candles are imported in cases of 300 packets of 150 


grammes. 
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RUSSIA. 
The Acting British Vice-Consul at Baku (Mr. McDonell) reports 


Deilinienditins that the reclaiming of the bay on the shores 
W of the Bibie-Eybat oilfields has not yet been 
orks. : 
commenced. Some months ago the Govern- 
ment offered prizes for the best scheme. There were a number of 
entries, but none of the schemes were able to fulfil the con- 
ditions. ‘The filling in of this bay will be given out on contract ; 
particulars of the work to be done may be obtained from the 
offices of the Society of Naphtha Producers and Refiners, Baku. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,775.) 





NORWAY. 


H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr. F. E. Drummond Hay) reports 
that tenders are invited by the Norwegian 
State Railways for the supply of the following 
materials required by the Ofot Railway :— 

1. Two hydraulic elevators, one trolley, six 
iron beams and four screw jackets. ‘Tenders 
are to be marked “ Anbud paa Udstyr til Saenkgrube i Lokomo- 
tivstald.” 

2. A number of water-pipes of various dimensions. Tenders are 
to be marked “‘ Anbud paa R¢r.” 

Tenders for either of the above are to be delivered to “ Drifts- 
bestyrerens Kontor i Narvik” before 3 p.m. on the 14th June. 

Copies of the specifications, special conditions, and drawings 
relating to the above contracts, forwarded by H.M. Consul, may 
be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 

Note.—Apart from the usual Customs duties, a preference of 
from 10 to 15 per cent. is given to Norwegian manufacturers. 

In all cases of Norwegian Government contracts it is obligatory 
that a resident agent should act for tenderers not residing in 
Norway, and be responsible to the Government; but it is not 
necessary for the agent to be a Norwegian firm. 


Hydraulic 
Elevators, 
Iron Beams, 
Water-pipes, &c. 





DENMARK. 
H.M. Consul at Copenhagen (Mr. L. C, Liddell) has forwarded 


— copies of the conditions and _ specifications 
an aaa nl relating to a call for tenders for the supply and 
' _ delivery of— 


1. (a) 65,000 kilograms of 5 mm. cold drawn copper wire. 
(6) 15,000 a 3°5 mm. 3 ne 

2. (a) 35,009 - 0-8 mm. insulated single wire. 

(b) 35,000 - 0-8 mm. “ double ,, 
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Tenders are to be marked respectively ‘“ Tilbud paa Kobber- 
traad” and “Tilbud paa Isoleret Traad,” and should reach the 
ee Telegrafdirektoratet, Teknisk Afdeling, Frederiksholms Kanal 28, 
Copenhagen,” before mid-day on the 27th May. 

The conditions and specifications may be seen by British makers 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





PORTUGAL—MADEIRA. 


H.M. Consul at Madeira (Capt. J. Boyle, M.V.O.) considers the 
Paints. Hard- following goods would find a ready and profit- 
ee able market in Madeira, in spite of the high 


Pinched protective duties :—House paints and enamels, 
a ’ hardware, locks, tools for carpenters, plumbers 


and stone masons, cotton goods, canvas and 
duck, fancy and fine leathers, porcelain ware, hams, bacon and 
lard. ‘ There is not the slightest doubt,” he adds, “ that British 
goods are always preferred to goods from any other country, and 
they find a ready market.” 





SPAIN. 


e “Gaceta de Madrid” of 8th May notifies an application by 

ElectricT the ‘‘ Campaftia Electrica Medrilefa de Trac- 

” a a cion” for the concession of an electric tramway 

_ in Madrid between the ‘‘calle de Alcala” and 

the “plaza de la Independencia.” One month from the above 

date is allowed for the presentation of other applications for this 
concession on terms more favourable to the Government. 


The “ Bulletin ” of the French Chamber of Commerce at Barcelona 
states that a new company entitled “La 
Electrical Plant. Dindmica Espajiola” has been formed at 
Barcelona with a view to utilising several 
waterfalls on the Tagus for the production of motive power, which 
would be transported to Madrid. ‘The capital of the company is 


fixed at 5,000,000 pesetas. 
The “ Bulletin” further reports that ‘‘ La Industria Eléctrica 


de Barcelona” is increasing its capital with a view to modernising 
the equipment of its generating works, and that a company has 
been’ formed at Torres (Province of Jaén) to establish electric 
lighting works in that town. 
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ITALY, 


The British Vice-Consul at Spezia (Mr. E. M. de Garston) reports 
Deal Planks that sci will be received up to 11 a.m. on 
Seed satin a, the days specified for the supply to the Italian 


Asbestos Goods. 





Estimated Qualifying 
Date. Material required. Value. Deposit. 
8rd June ... Deal planks (either North 39,610 lire ... 3,960 lire 
European or from the (1,584/.) (1582.) 
Danubian Provinces) 
6th June ... Beech wood ve ... 43,435 lire ... 4,350 lire 
(1,7371.) (1741.) 
11th June... Asbestos goods ... ... 40,000 lire ... 4,000 lire 
(1,600/.) (160/.) 


With regard to the beech wood, tenders may be made for the 
whole quantity, or for one of three lots, valued at 24,475 lire, 
10,135 lire and 8,825 lire respectively, the qualifying deposits 
being 2,450 lire, 1,015 lire and 885 lire respectively. 

Public bids for the first and second of the above contracts will 
be held simultaneously at the Royal Arsenals (Contract Offices) of 
Spezia and Venice, and for the third, at the Royal Arsenals 
(Contract Offices) of Spezia and Naples. The third contract is on 
the ‘‘ double-auction” system (see “‘ Board of Trade Journal ” of 
22nd December, 1904, pp. 536-7); the final date for improving on 
the price of the provisional adjudication by a further rebate of not 
less than 5 per cent. will expire on 2nd July. 

The special conditions of contract may be seen at the Ministry 
of Marine, Rome; at the Directorates-General of the Royal 
Arsenals at Spezia and Naples; at the Technical Offices of the 
Navy, Genoa; and at the principal Chambers of Commerce in 
Italy. 

Tenders should be made out on Government stamped paper of 
1 lira, which can be obtained from the Italian Consulate-General 
in London, 44, Finsbury Square, E.C. Local representation is 
necessary. 

The expenses of registration, printing and stamp duty are pay- 
able by the successful tenderer. 


H.M. Consul at Genoa (Mr. W. Keene) reports that the Genoa 
Electric Tramwa Electric Tramway Company propose to construct 
Plant Y three “secondary” electric traction lines to 
Pontedecimo, Sestri Levante (to be extended 

later to Chiavari) and Voltri, on private roadways, t.e., without 
using the public roads except at crossings. This would permit of 
a speed impossible on public. roads, and relieve some of the 
railway: passenger traffic in the immediate ., nsignbowrhead of 
Genoa. The Company estimate the cost at 2,000,000/., and the 
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ITAL Y—continued. 


project is favourably commented upon in the local Press. It will 
probably be carried out if the Communes interested approve and 


co-operate. 


The Consul also reports that some capitalists at Milan and Savona 
have formed a company for setting up electric 
power works in the valley of Albenga, with a 
and Tramway View to supplying the principal industries, and, 
Plant. eventually, a tramway service along the Western 
Riviera with electric motive power. Several of the most im- 
portant iron and steel works have promised their support to the 
undertaking. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,781.) 


Electric Power 


The British Vice-Consul at Turin (Mr. 8. Guattari) reports that 
British manufactured pianofortes and silver- 
Pianofortes, ware might find a good opening in Piedmont. 
Silverware, There is a steady demand, he adds, for British 


7 eee Oil manufactured belting, lubricating oils, agri- 
’ “a wy 8, cultural implements, guns, rifles, revolvers, 
.» &. 


jams, biscuits, pickles, mustard, tinned meat, 
and extracts of meat. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,781.) 





GREECE. 


H.M. Minister at Athens reports that a Bill sanctioning a loan 
of 4,000,000 drachmas (160,000I.) for the com- 

Harbour Works. pletion of certain harbour works, including two 
docks, at the Pirzeus has been passed. 





TURKEY: 


The following particulars of possible openings for British trade 
are extracted from the report for 1906 of H.M. Consul at 
Constantinople (Mr. A. T. Waugh) :— 


“Tt has been suggested to me that something might be done to 


promote the sale of British vegetable and ani- 
Vegetableand = ji, dyes in Turkey. . . There is a con- 


Aniline Dyes. —iderable sale of the article, the German import 
into Turkey of aniline and alizarine dyes in 1904 being 48,0001. 
Their use is increasing as they become better understood. A 
British firm, which owns a spinning factory and a dye-house 
in this country, has offered to give British dyes a fair trial 
ifany serious attempt is made to introduce them, and to give every 
information and assistance to any British firm which thinks it 
worth whiie to correspond. 
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TURKE Y—continued, 


‘‘A British commission agent established here writes to me with 
Leathir Waeliene with regard to leather :— aa 

pros Aes ““* We have made quite a speciality of leather, 

*y: and represent already important Belgian, 

German and French firms. We should very much like to get 
British tanners and manufacturers of sole leather and uppers 
interested in supplying goods suitable for the requirements of this 
country, especially as the customers are few, and, in our opinion, 
all of good standing. But to arrive at doing business on this 
market British manufacturers must come and see for themselves, as 
manufacturers of other countries do, and we are sure that it would 
be to their interest. An agent does his best by sending his 
explanation and counter samples; but aJjl these particulars are 
seldom attended to, and it takes years to arrive at what might be 
done by a manufacturer on his first visit to the market. 

‘««'These remarks apply also to woollens and to hosiery,’ 


* Another line in which a certain business might be done in 
Constantinople is British sanitary appliances, 


Prove ene 3 baths, heating installations, tiled fireplaces, &c. 
as an A British firm have lately opened a showroom 


in Galata for this class of goods, and have 
engaged the services of an experienced sanitary engineer. There 
is a considerable section of the foreign residents in Pera, and also 
of the wealthier Turkish and native population, who may be 
tempted to fit up their houses in English style when they can see 
models working, and can have the goods delivered and fitted up 
in their houses at a fixed price. 


“T must again draw attention to the increasing demand in Turkey 
Printed for printed flannelettes, raised on both sides, 
which suit the native taste and pocket. The 
Flaunelettens. most popular article is supplied almost entirely 
from Italy, and is selling now (March, 1907) at 52 c. per metre, 
from 67 to 70 centims. wide, c.i.f. Constantinople, three months’ 
credit and 5 per cent. trade discount. The Italian sale of this 
article is said to be 200,000/. in Constantinople alone. A 
high-class flannelette comes from Germany at 65 to 70 c. per 
metre. . . 


“The Italians are also doing a large business in mercerised sateens, 
plain or self shades, and are better placed than 
Sateens: Woven W° 2¢: The Austro-Hungarians are doing well 
Cott Ch k in woven cotton checks in colours, called 
ovton WACCKS: —< Vichy’; the small checks are used for shirts, 
the large for bedding. They are displacing the British ginghams,” 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,776.) 


Mercerised 
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TURKE Y—continued. 


The British Vice-Consul at Konia (Mr. D. Wylie) reports possible 
openings in his district for light and cheap 


.¢ a 1 agricultural machines, motors burning coarse 
a8 2 if kerosene oil, aeromotors, drills for boring for 
on = sa minerals or water, and mining plant generally. 


As the country grows richer through the 
railway, by irrigation or by mining, there will, he says, be more 
demand for machines of all sorts. If any British firm, rich enough 
to wait, energetic enough to try, would send to a clever Turkish- 
speaking agent specimens of machines, with a large supply of spare 
parts, a staff of instructors and repairers, the whole to work gratis, 
if need be, for a time for advertisement, there might be a trade 
built up. Agricultural machines must not be precisely on British 
lines or prices. Neither the soil nor the draught animals are so 
heavy as in the United Kingdom, and 100l. is rarely spent at once. 
If the harvest is good, and the machine pays its way, its reputation 
is made and it sells by itself. Once established, any machine holds 
its own as long as spare parts are promptly produced. 

The machines immediately wanted are ploughs, reapers, and 
some form of light threshing machine to work, if possible, 
by horse power. If an engine is unavoidable, one burning. 
common kerosene oil is better than one burning coal, at present 
prices, and more popular in the country because it is held 
to be easier to manage. ‘I'he natives prefer a machine which 
separates the grain and cuts up the straw at the same time. 

Prices must be low. At 380l. a machine will sell, but not a 
much higher-priced one. A few groups of farmers might be 
found to make collective purchases. 


With regard to aeromotors, Mr. Wylie writes:—‘‘In this water- 
less wind-swept country there should be surely 

Aeromotors. a sale for aeromotors. They should be suffi- 
ciently powerful to draw water from wells of 

some depth—the wells here range from 20 to 50 feet and 
very much more in places—and they should have large enough 
pipes to water a considerable garden or large flocks of sheep. 
They must be easy to set up and to handle, and repairs must be 
swift, successful, and, for the first few times at any rate, gratis.” 


Mr. Wylie goes on to say :—‘ There is the same thing to say of 
boring plant for minerals and for water; of 

Boring Plant. course, this could not be a trade by itself, 
but the same engineers might do both. Ina 

country of mountains, artesian water should not be far to seek, and 
on the Konia plain would amply pay for finding. At Tchai and 
Akshehr artesian water is said to have been found, and at Tchai 
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TURKE Y—continued. 


the stream is permanent at the surface. At Konia, it seems, a 
half-hearted attempt was made, but the borings did not go below 
150 feet, at which depth the drill seems to have broken. The 
plan of creating a market by giving instruction and repairs free 
has been followed there by a well-known firm’ with great success.” 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,776.) 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The British Commercial Agent in the United States (Mr. E. 
Seymour Bell) has been informed by a New 
York firm of importers that they are prepared 
to act as agents for the sale of fish, sauces, 


Commercial 
Enquiry. 


pickles, jams, vegetables, and any other groceries that may be 


suitable for that market. British firms desiring representation in 
these articles should address their communications to the British 
Commercial Agent at the British Consulate-General, New York. 





MEXICO. 


The Mexican “ Diario Oficial” of 16th April: contains a copy of a 
Law authorising Sefior Inigo Noriega to con- 

Railway Plant. struct aud work a railway between Mexico City 
and Chalco. Five years are allowed for the free 

importation of materials specified in Article 74 of the Railway Law. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


H.M. Consul at Rosario (Mr. H. M. Mallet) reports that there is at 
the present time a good demand in his district 
for the following articles :—Steel supports for 
buildings, bar iron, wire for fencing purposes, 
sate, Wane Portland cement, lumber, paints, vornbhan and 
aaa, Se. paint oils, galvanised iron for roofing, twine 
and rope, canvas coverings (tarpaulins—used for protecting grain 
against weather), water mills, &c. 


Building 
Materials, Paints, 





CHINA. 


Articles which 
might sell in the See notice on p. 362. 
Hangchow District. 
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EXHIBITIONS. 


RUSSIA. 


The Belgian Consul-General at Moscow reports that the Society for 
the Promotion of the Textile Industry are about 
to establish in Moscow a permanent exhibition 
of dyeing materials, and of designs and current 
prices of machinery employed in the textile 
industry. Provision will also be made for the 
display of textile samples similar to those shown 
at the Gewerbe Museum in Zurich; it will therefore not be, strictly 
speaking, a commercial museum, but a historical collection of manu- 
factures of wool, linen, cotton and silk produced both in Russia 
and in other countries. It is said that several British and German 
factories with agents at Moscow will participate in the exhibition 
of dyeing materials, designs and current prices of textile machinery. 

The space to be reserved for each exhibitor must not exceed the 
following dimensions :—2°13 metres in length, 1:15 metres in 
breadth, and 4°26 metres in height. The rental is fixed at 200 
roubles per annum. 

H.M. Consul at Moscow has been asked for further details 
respecting the above. These, when received, will be available for 
British manufacturers at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 


the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, F.C. 


Permanent 
Exhibition of 
Textiles and 

Textile Machinery 
at Moscow. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The French Consul at Chicago (M. Méron) in a recent report to 
his Government stated that an association has 


} <n recently been formed there with a view to the 

* Food organisation of an annual international exhibi- 

rood en tion of unaduiterated food products, under the 
Exhibition. 


title of ‘‘ The International Pure Food Exposi- 
tion.” In view of the anticipated participation of foreign traders 
in this exhibition, the organisers thereof propose to ask various 
foreign Consuls to sit on the exhibition commission. 





BRITISH TRADE WITH SWEDEN—ERRATUM. 


In the notice on page 259 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” 
of the 9th May, relative to British trade with Sweden, the 
figures therein given as representing the value of the imports into 
the United Kingdom from Sweden should read 10,000,000/. and 
not 20,000,000/. 
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Nanking.—H.M. Consul at Nanking (Mr. W. P. Ker) reports 
that the aie at that port is almost entirely coastwise, the 
foreign imports, with few exceptions, being re-exports from 
Shanghai, and the exports being all to Chinese ports. Not only 
are there no direct shipments to foreign countries, but the business 
of importing and exporting is also indirect, being conducted for 
the most part by native agents of Chinese houses established in 
Shanghai. This point, the Consul remarks, is worth repeating in 
view of the enquiries that are frequently addressed to the Consulate 
for lists of the principal dealers in various classes of British manu- 
factures. ‘To these enquiries the invariable reply is that for the 
above reason there are no such dealers. The importance of 
Nanking consists in its position as the headquarters of the 
Government of the Central Yangtse provinces, and although there 
are possibilities of expansion in the requirements of the Government 
departments, such as the mint, arsenal, &c., supplies for these, in 
the absence on the spot of commercial representatives of manu- 
facturers, are obtained through Shanghai firms. 

The same remark applies to the possible requirements of the few 
industrial undertakings for which the formation of limited liability 
companies is projected, such as waterworks, cigarette factory, 
electric tramway, woollen factory. In none of these cases, more- 
over, has the initial difficulty been overcome of providing sufficient 
capital. There is at present in Nanking, as in other parts of China, 
a jealous desire to exclude foreign capital from participating in the 
possible profits of Chinese enterprises, and in every scheme for an 
industrial company an essential feature is a provision that none but 
purely Chinese capital shall be employed, with the result that 
operations rarely get beyond the prospectus stage. 


Civita Vecchia.—The British Vice-Consul at Civita Vecchia (Dr. 
P. R. Mackenzie), in reporting the enterprise of a British firm ab 
that port who have succeeded in establishing a certain trade 
remarks :—-‘‘I am convinced that other openings for British trade 
could be found, as many commodities consumed in Rome are at 
present supplied from Genoa, while Rome has practically its own 
port in Civitavecchia which offers many advantages over Genoa, 
especially a considerable saving in railway transportation, as well 
as a saving of time, owing to the present congested state of railway 
traffic and scarcity of rolling-stock and goods cars.” (Foretgn Office, 
Annual Series, 3,768.) 


Venezuela—The British Vice-Consul at Caracas (Mr. E. F. 
Gray), in his report for 1906, states that under present conditions 
it cannot be said that there are many new openings for profitable 
British trade in Venezuela. Buyers there are very conservative, 
and it takes a great deal of persuasion to induce them to leave the 
firms they have long dealt with, or the particular makes or trade 
marks which their customers have become accustomed to regard as 
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the best for their purpose. In spite of the many agricultural 
and mineral resources of Venezuela, the country does not, 

at present, show any important developments which might open 
the way to increased or fresh demands. ‘Trade is very dull, 

and the outlook furnishes no promise of an immediate im> 
provement. British firms wishing to introduce their goods to 
Venezuela should therefore recollect that little business can be 
expected at present as the result of correspondence by post. 
Even if they can secure agents there who know the market, these 
-agents will have to contend against the conservatism above referred 
to. Perhaps the best way to secure a share of the trade is to send 
an experienced traveller to Venezuela—not receiving a commission 
on orders booked, but a fair salary—lest he may be tempted to 
deal with other than first-class reliable firms. He must be prepared 
to spend some time in the country, if not already acquainted with 
it, before he can do much business, studying the market. He 
must not expect to conduct business with the same rapidity as in 
Europe or the United States. What could be done there in a fort- 
night would probably take two months or even more in Venezuela, 

and it is useless to try to rush matters. 

As to samples, it is often a matter of considerable difficulty to 
force a new pattern of article on the market. In some cases, in the 
hardware trade for instance, buyers will have one special description 
and no other. Im such cases, all that can be done is to copy as 
closely as possible in appearance, to supply the article in the same 
kind of packing as our competitors, but at a lower price and ina 
better quality. Even then the caprice of Venezuelan demands 
sometimes appears almost inexplicable, except on the grounds of 
conservatism and perhaps also the size and varying conditions of 
the country. For instance, certain patterns of nails which sell 
well in Caracas will not command a single order in La Guaira (only 
a few miles away), and certain goods in demand at Maracaibo are 
useless for sale in, say, Puerto Cabello, though a similar article 
differing only very slightly in appearance may have a ready sale. 

If, therefore, a traveller is sent, as would probably be the case, 
to visit Venezuela with other South American Republics, it is 
ible that not only would a collection of samples suitable for 
_Colombia be so much waste baggage to take to Venezuela, but also 
that samples which would ensure orders in one Venezuelan town 
would fail to attract a single buyer in other towns in that country 
‘Mr: Gray says that he has been shown samples of agricultural 
implements, knives and other goods, apparently identical for all 
practical purposes, but which were useless in one district and 
‘commanded a ready sale in another, owing to a slight difference in 
colour, bend, or shape of tool or handle, readily recognised by the 
buyer, but hardly perceptible to the ordinary individual—a cireum- 
‘stance which even the seller was unable to account for, except on 

























































May 23, 1907.] THE. BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 309. 





British Trade Abroad. 





the ground of conservatism or local agricultural methods of cultiva- 
tion among the peasants. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,772.) 


' Chicago.—H.M. Consul at Chicago (Mr. A. Finn), in his report 
for 1906, writes :— 

Advertising in the United States, to be successful, must be 
continuous both in appearance and matter, and if possible should 
have some feature in it which would always ne the: article 
advertised at a glance. 

“The new Pure Food Laws about to come into effect .will 
necessitate a great deal of advertising of foods, many of which will 
have to appear under different names than those under which they 
have been -heretofore known. Besides the dealer will have to: 
convince the consumer that the goods are really pure, for the 
American public is not very willing at present, owing to the 
revelations made by the Press, to buy blindly. | 
' “ A demand for many British goods could be created: by proper 
advertising. This applies especially to soaps, toilet articles and 
novelties of all kinds, but samples must be submitted, catalogues: 
alone having little effect. 

‘‘The things mainly necessary with an advertising plan are 
that what appears should be striking, in good taste, and give facts 
or reasons. It is no use.to say that an article is as good ‘as or 
better than another, but the reasons why it is so should be stated 


in as few words as possible.” 


With regard to the exhibition of samples of British goods at 
the Consulate (see “ Board of Trade Journal” of 4th January, 1906, 
p. 11, and previous notices), Mr. Finn remarks that the British 
merchant has been slow to take advantage of his proposal. 
Barbados, however, has sent samples of different products, and a 
number of enquiries about quantities available and prices have 
been made by local merchants with a view to business. | 

Such a sample room or permanent exhibition of British manu- 
factures, not heavy machinery or such articles, could, Mr. Finn is 
positive, prove of great benefit, but it must have the support of 
the British manufacturer, who should keep his show of samples 
up-to-date. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,774.) 


Baku.—The Acting British Vice-Consul at Baku (Mr. McDonell),. 
in his report for 1906, makes the following remarks in regard to 
British trade :— 

‘There are several points on which our competitors are certainly. 
showing more energy than ourselves. . . . For instance, they, 
are always willing to give as long a credit as possible, and 
generally do their utmost to give the best possible terms.... Again, 
when placing something new on the market, foreign’ firms: 
will send their goods on consignment to their agents, often. even. 
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paying the duty themselves; recognising that the agent runs 


a certain amount of risk when endeavouring to push a new 
line, they themselves are willing in their turn to take a 


certain amount of risk in the matter of payment. It must be 


remembered that the business methods here and in the United 
Kingdom are entirely different, and the credit system here plays an 
important part. As to the risks in the matter of credit, this can 


be easily minimised by responsible and trustworthy agents on the 


spot. . . . Another point worth noting is literature; many 
very good trade papers are sent from Germany to the principal 
firms here, free of charge, but I do not know of a single British 
trade paper sent without a subscription paid in advance.” (Foreign 


Office, Annual Series, 3,775.) 


Constantinople.—-In reporting on the trade of his district during 
1906, H.M. Consul at Constantinople (Mr. A. T. Waugh) expresses 
his belief that there is fresh business to be done in many classes 
of goods by firms who think it worth while to study the market. 
A good and reliable agent is the first requirement, and a personal 
visit to Constantinople is in many cases of great value. The 
peculiar nature of the retail trade in the small towns of the interior 
makes special packing necessary for some articles. Paint, in 
small 6d. tins, and soft soap in 5-lb. tins, have been found to sell 
well, while a special condition for an order for paper from the 
United Kingdom was that it should be cut a certain size and made 
up in packets of 400 sheets, with special packing and with special 
labels. It is worth while, in the Consul’s opinion, taking the 
trouble to suit customers’ requirements in these matters in order 
to get a share of a small but increasing market. 

Mr. Waugh points out that there are several respectable British 
firms of energetic young commission agents established in Constan- 
tinople, who are ready and qualified to represent people at home 
in any class of goods for which a market can be found. 

With regard to Consular assistance to trade, Mr. Waugh 
remarks :—‘‘ Representatives of British houses who visit Con- 
stantinople do not always think it worth their while to come to the 
Consulate, I think this is a pity, for the advantage of getting into 
touch is generally mutual, even when there is no immediate need 
of assistance. 

“ It seems strange how successful a living is made out of foreign 
shippers by some of the least reputable Levantine commission 
agents, who obtain consignments of goods apparently without any 
enquiry being made as to their standing. 

“It is very difficult to do business with the Turkish Government, 
except through a representative here, who must be in touch with the 
Turkish department. Such representatives can be recommended 
by this Consulate.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,776.) 
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Hawaii.—H.M. Consul at Honolulu (Mr. R, de B. Layard), in 
his annual report on the trade of Hawaii for 1906, states that 
imports from the United Kingdom of the very best class of goods 
in cotton, linen, laces and embroideries, fancy ribbons and the 
like, may continue to a limited extent, but that under the present 
conditions the general trade in lower grades will be absorbed 
entirely by the United States. At the same time, he continues, 
British manufacturers should note that the American trade 
demands absolutely that hosiery and ‘ ready-made” goods be 
boxed in the manner, and numbered as to the sizes, called for by 
the United States trade, (foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,784). 


Pireus—H.M. Consul at Pirzeus (Mr. E. McDonell) reports 
that British manufacturers have lately shown more interest in that 
market, and seem more inclined to trade there, but they are not 
apparently willing to do so on the terms required by the market. 

Almost all foreign shippers quote their goods c.if. Pirzeus, 
whereas British shippers will seldom do so, their quotations being 
frequently ‘free at works.” For this reason buyers hesitate to 
order, not knowing what cost of carriage, packing, freight and 
insurance will amount to, while the foreign c.if. quotation 
includes all these items and enables the buyer to know exactly 
what his goods will cost him. 

Another matter which, in the Consul’s opinion, is worth the 
attention of British manufacturers is that of appointing local 
agents. It is very dangerous, he says, to attempt business without 
one, but it is more dangerous to appoint one without using the 
utmost caution. Many cases are known of firms attempting 
direct trade, and the results have proved, in the long run, 
disastrous. A local agent, who is energetic and has a thorough 
knowledge of prevailing conditions, is a most valuable and indis- 
pensable adjunct to successful trading. 

The Consul points out, however, that freights from Antwerp and 
Hamburg to the Pirzus are much lower than from London and 
Liverpool; this gives Belgian and German shippers a considerable 
advantage, and, in these days of keen competition, even a small 
advantage in the rate of freight becomes a very important factor, 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,785.) 


Chinkiang.—The Acting British Consul at Chinkiang (Mr. B. G. 
Tours) says that British firms who are practically interested in the 
development of China, and whose lines of business demand a 
special expert knowledge, would do well to keep in touch with an 
agent or representative possessing the requisite special knowledge, 
who should be resident at one of the four centres of trade in 
China— Hong-Kong, Shanghai, Tientsin or Hankow—and whocould 
take up the firm’s interests on the spot at short notice. Sending 
circulars wholesale to Consuls at smaller ports is useless unless 








362 ' THE. BOARD. OF TRADE JOURNAL: [May 23,1907, 





British Trade Abroad.. 





+iere happens to be some particular lecal interest in the goods 
concerned. An agent in Tientsin will ordinarily suffice for the 
north of China; one in Shanghai for Mid-China; one in Hong- 
Kong for the south ; and one in Hankow for the west. All these 
centres keep -in regular touch with the smaller ports in their 
respective latitudes, or, as they are known, the ‘ out-ports,” and 
one agent can easily run business at his outports from his centre. 


Hangchow:—The' Acting British Consul at Hangchow (Mr. J. L 
Smith) refers to the prevalence among the well-to-do Chinese 
middle and upper classes of a very strong desire to be possessed of 
articles of foreign manufacture, but points out that the average 
native is not willing to buy from catalogues—which are invariably 
in English, with prices and weights expressed according to the 
English system—because, never having seen the articles them- 
selves, he does not realise what they actually are. Many foreign 
goods for which there. might be a good sale are not bought, he 
says, partly because the Chinese is ignorant of them and partly 
because of the difficulty of procuring them. 

There appears to be no reason, however, why a considerable local 
trade should not be fostered in the undermentioned articles, pro- 
vided that they were duly brought to the notice of the public, were 
procurable on the spot, and, while being of good make, were sold 
at reasonably low prices Beds, boots and shoes, felt and straw 
hats, military peaked caps, vests, pants, patent and other medicines, 
blankets, clocks, watches, mirrors, picture frames, ornaments and 
knick-knacks, lamps, oil stoves, locks, paints, nails, galvaz ised iron 
for gutters, galvanised iron pails, organs, natural history and other 
specimens for schools, and possibly also hardware, stationery, 
crockery and glassware. Some trade is already done in many of 
these by Japanese and also by Chinese shops, which import them 
from the neighbouring Empire. 

In reference to frequent enquiries that are addressed to his 
Consulate as to the manner in which goods may be most advan- 
tageously placed on the local market, Mr. Smith says that the 
following method has been found most successful in several 
instances :—A traveller has visited the port, and, having duly 
advertised his arrival, has publicly distributed free samples of the 
wares in which he is interested. When the goods have become 
sufficiently well known for spontaneous demands to be made for 
them, supplies have been left on sale with native tradesmen in the 
city. Relations with the latter, Mr. Smith adds, ought never to 
be conducted by firms’ in the United Kingdom or the Colonies 
without the assistance of a foreign (1.e., non-Chinese) intermediary 
on the spot’ to ensure the due fulfilment of contracts. Owing to 
the lack of facilities locally this agent should be appointed in 
Shanghai. | 
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WORLD'S. PRODUCTION. OF SILK IN 1906. 
H.M.' Consul at Milan (Mr.. J. H. Towsey) forwards the following 


translation of a return that app 


eared in the “ Sole,’ 


’ showing: the 


world’s production of silk in 19U5 and 1906; as published by the 


“Union des Marchands de Soie” of Lyons :— 





J 








e-- 


1905. 1906. 
Fresh , Fresh 
Gikiaen Raw Silk. Siseiaen: Raw Silk. 
Western Europe. No. Kilos. No. Kilos. 
France oe en +. | 8,009,000 632,000 7,520,000 605,000 
Italy . 51,940,000 4,440,000 || 53,838,000) 4,745,000 
Spain... 1,050,000 78,000 830,000 56,000 
Austria-Hungary, South Tyrol... 1,675,000 1,800,000 ? 
. Gorizia, Gradisca 415,000 454,500 
. Istria ° ... 62,000 | ( $45,000 50,900 5 344,000 
is Hungary 1,959,000 | ! 1,776,600 
Totals... ; 65,110,000 5,495,000 || 66,270,000) - 5,750,000 
Levant and Central Asia. 
Turkey } Broussa and Anatolia.. | 7,460,000 646,000 6,150,000 530,000. 
in 
Asia bald and Cyprus... | 5,426,000 490,000 || 5,256,000 470,000 
Turkey | | 

in Salonica & Adrianople | 3,365,000 280,000 3,030,000 250,000 
Europe 
Balkans— 

Bulgaria, Servia, Roumania... | 5,274,000 190,000 2,100,000 180,000 
Greece and Créte 880,000 70,000 960,000 80,000 
Caucasus . — 290,000 oe 395,000 
Persia and “Turkestan, "Exports — 460,000 —_— 580,000 

Totals —— 2,426,000 — 2,485,000 

Far East. Bales. Bales. 

China : Exports from Shanghai* 69,613 4,010,000 || 68-70,000| 3,980,000 
e ff » Cantont 41,438 | 2,000,000 || $8-89,000| 1,850,000 
Japan: ,,' » Yokohama 75,744 4,619,000 || 94-96,000} 5,800,000 
India : ol »» Calcutta... | 3,614 280,000 4,906 295,000 
Totals —— 10,909,000 —_ 11,925,000 

Grand Totals os 18,830,000 — 20,160,000 









































* Including Tussah, filature, and native silks. 
+ Including exports bound to Bombay and India. 


NoteE.—The exports from the Far East not being definitely known yet, the 


estimated crop of 1906 is given as provisional. 
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FINNISH BUTTER TRADE. 


H.M. Consul at Helsingfors (Mr. C. J. Cooke) states that the 
Finnish Dairies Association have published a report on the export 
of Finnish butter to the United Kingdom during the period 
1896-1905. 

Among other interesting details it is stated there that when 
Finnish butter first made its appearance on the British market it 
was as “Danish” or “Swedish” butter; the consequence was 
that when best Finnish butter began to be exported direct to the 
United Kingdom it was not acknowledged as equal to Danish 
butter, and was consequently quoted as an inferior sort. Being, 
however, of about the same quality as the Danish, it continued to 
be sold as such, whereas the inferior marks were sold as best 
Finnish produce. In this way it has been very difficult for the 
best marks of Finnish butter to make themselves known on the 
market. | 

The Finnish butter produce, it is further said, has now “come 
of age,” and as the quality can well be compared with that of 
Danish and Swedish, it will now begin to claim and hold its own 
position on the British market. Moreover, all means of increasing 
the exports of butter from Finland are not yet exhausted, so that 
one may expect a steady augmentation of the same. 

The butter export from Finland in 1906 amounted to 15,056 
metric tons valued at 1,499,400/., against 15,938 metric tons 
valued at 1,521,880/. in 1905. The butter was exported to the 
undermentioned countries in the following proportions :— 


























1905. 1906. 
Country. _|\———___—— 
Quantity. Per cent. Quantity. Per cent, 

Metric tons. | Metric tons, 
United Kingdom ... mA 11,405 71°6 11,869 78°8 
Denmark ... -_ ~ 2,912 18°3 | 1,922 128 
SEE Sask. i eee | ali 955 60 | 713 4°6 
Sweden —_ oe es 309 1°9 334 23 
Russia on _— aes 357 2:2 218 1°5 
Total ... _ ai 15,938 100°0 15,056 100°0 














The quality of the butter has improved, as a rule, owing to the 
warm weather in the summer, and to the greater interest which is 
being taken in the production of a satisfactory quality. 

Prices were, during the first part of 1906, considerably higher than 
in the corresponding period of 1905, and the average price of 1906 
will probably surpass that of 1905 by about $d. per lb. A decrease 
in the export of first class butter from some foreign countries is 
supposed to have caused this. As a rule, the butter sold well, and 
the Finnish produce is becoming more and more known and 
appreciated. 
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The first co-operative butter export association, called the Valio, 
was founded in 1905. ‘To begin with, only 17 dairies belonged to the 
same, but by the end of the year the number had increased to 44. 
In January, 1906, about 300 casks of butter were exported per 
week. The maximum was reached in the summer of that year, 
when more than 2,000 casks per week were exported. The number 
of dairies belonging to the association has now increased to 
70, and the total quantity of butter exported amounts to about 
60,000 casks, valued at about 320,000/. The business is thus 
already the largest in Finland. 

Among other novelties introduced or used by this association 
may be mentioned the payment according to quality, which is 
fixed every week for each dairy. No wrapping cloth is used for the 
butter, by which 4d. or dd. is saved per cask. Thus the dairy 
owners have in the Valio an association which solely regards their 
own benefit, so it is to be expected that a great increase of business 


will ensue. 





FOREIGN MATERIALS AND SPANISH PUBLIC 
WORKS. 


On p. 630 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 28th March last, 
a translation was printed of a Law, dated 14th February, respecting 
the exclusion of foreign articles and products from Public Works 
in Spain, which was received from H.M. Embassy at Madrid. 

The difficulty of administering a Law such as the above, 
is demonstrated by the publication in the Official Gazette of 
a Royal Order giving a preliminary list, based upon replies received 
from various Government Departments, of the articles for the 
acquisition of which it is not possible to rely on Spanish produce 
only. The Ministry of Marine, however, refuses to give any such 
list and sets forth its reasons in a memorandum, in which it is 
stated that for the safety of the personnel and for war operations 
it is not sufficient that the materials should be good; they must be 
of the best. And the best will be bought whether they come from 
Spanish or from foreign sources. In the Royal Order, it is 
admitted that great difficulties will have to be overcome in drawing 
up the list, and a Commission is to be formed for the purpose of 
considering all claims and proofs. The Commission will consist of 
eight delegates from the Ministries, and eight ordinary delegates, 
four of them appointed by the Minister of Finance from among the 
members of the Tariff Commission, and four by the Minister of 
Fomento from among the members of the Higher Institute of 
Agriculture, Industry and Commerce. 
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COAL INDUSTRY OF SPAIN. 


.. The following particulars of the coal industry of Spain are taken 
from the ‘‘ Bulletin” of the French Chamber of Commerce at. 
Barcelona. 

Coal is mined in the following provinces— Burgos, Ciudad Real, 
Cérdoba, Gerona, Leon, Oviedo, Palencia and Seville. : 

The production of Burgos is very small indeed ; only one mine 
is worked, and this has never yielded more than 3,500 tons in a 
year and the yearly average has recently been from 500 to 600 
tons. 

The chief centre of coal production in Ciudad Real is Puertollano, 
where eight mines are worked, covering an area of 5,872 hectares. 
There are, however, 83 unworked mines in the province, covering 
an area of 5,872 hectares. In order to develop fully the coal 
resources of Puertollano it would be necessary to establish direct 
communication with the southern and eastern coasts of Spain, and 
more especially to construct the railway between Puertollano and 
Linares, which has often been talked of. The yearly production 
of the province ranges from 350,000 to 400,000 tons. 

In Cordoba 12 mines, with an area of 448 hectares, are worked, 
yielding from 300, 000 to 400,000 tons a year; the unworked 
mines number 458 and cover an area of 16,718 hectares. 

The coal production of Gerona has been very meagre of recent 
years, the San Juan de las Abadesas mines, which belong to the 
Northern Railway Company, being nearly exhausted and yielding 
annually only hae 10,000 tons “of inferior coal which is used 
almost exclusively for the manufacture of cement. Only two 
mines, covering an area of 682 hectares, are worked in this 
province; the unworked mines amount to 14 and cover 1,140 
hectares. 

In the province of Leon, 19 mines, extending over 1,928 hectares, 
are worked: these. produce about 250,000 tons a year. The 
unworked mines number 641, and cover 4,816 hectares. 

Oviedo ranks first among the coal-producing provinces of Spain, 
yielding over 1,800,000 tons a year. The mines worked number 
487, covering 18 099 hectares: the unworked concessions amount 
to 1,361, and. cover 76,241 hectares. The chief centres of pro- 
duction are Langreo, Mieres, Tineo y Quirés, Arnao, and Llanera 
y Nava. It is said that a better organisation of the means of 
transport. to the neighbouring ports and an improved equipment 
of these ports would enable the coal produced in Oviedo to compete 
successfully with British coal in certain industries. The Duro 
Felguera Co., which has an annual output of 243,300 tons, is a 
notably active competitor in. this direction, more: especially on the 
Barcelona market. 

The annual coal production of Palencia exceeds 100,000 tons 
from 18 mines which extend over 3,486 hectares. Six of these 
mines yield anthracite; and of these the Esperanza mine furnishes 
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the Northern Railway Company with a yearly ‘supply of 75,000 tons 
of briquettes. 

The number of mines worked in Seville amounts to 27, covering 
an area of 1,095 hectares, and producing anatually over 150,000 
tons. The chief mines belong to the Madrid, Zaragoza ‘and 
Alicante Railway Company, and their output is used for the manu- 
facture of briquettes. . 

No account has been taken of the production of lignite in the 
above statistics, as this is very slight. ‘The transport difficulties 
which hamper the proper development of the production of coal 
of good quality weigh still more heavily on the production’ of 


inferior qualities such as lignite. 
Hectare = 2°47 acres. 





PROSPECTS OF ROUMANIAN TRADE IN 1907. 


The following is an abstract, received from a reliable source; of 
an article published in the ‘ Adeverul,” reporting an interview 
with the President of the Galatz Chamber of Commerce on the 
prospects of Roumanian trade in 1907 :— 

‘* Compared with last year, this year will evidently show a diminu- 
tion of trade, and it is superfluous to remark that this is due 
chiefly to the peasant revolt; there is no branch of Roumanian 
activity which has not suffered from these unfortunate events, but 
it is on commerce that the lion’s share of the damage will fall. 

‘“ It is inevitable that the grain export will suffer. The autumn 
sowings, with few exceptions, are bad. Those who have grain in 
their warehouses are holding it in reserve ; first of all, because it is 
not yet known what harvest we shall have this year, and secondly, 
in view of the enormous rise in prices the merchants will await a 
favourable moment for selling, ‘Though there are large stores of 
maize the price is going up steadily. Other grains are also 
growing dearer, and barley and rye have already doubled. 

** All our hopes are centred on the autumn harvest. If there 
should be no unfavourable circumstances, if we have sufficient 
hands for field labour, and if the rains and the heat come in due 
season, it is certain that the grain trade will not be compromised, 
but in the other case, however optimistic one may be, the conclu- 
sions to be drawn will be very painful. 

_ “ The timber export trade, however, is in a brilliant condition, 
so brilliant indeed that it calls for serious thought, and the question 
arises whether we are not exporting too much timber and seriously 
diminishing the forest area, besides blocking the railways for other 
traffic. Ifthe exports will be somewhat less this year the imports 
will also suffer, There is a lack of confidence abroad. Credits 
have been restricted. And then the demand will not be so great. 
Of course, there is no-need for pessimism. Foreigners will perhaps 
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think it necessary to reconnoitre, and this will have the immediate 
effect of dispelling the lack of confidence, The dishonourable tricks 
of certain traders are contributing to the prolongation of the 
present state of affairs. A large number, on the pretext that they 
have been ruined by the damage done during the peasant rising, 
have stopped payment, and though some have in reality suffered, a 
very large number did not suffer the smallest loss and are simply 
cheating their creditors. Large wholesale houses here have thus 
not only had to suffer from the bond fide failures of some of their 
clients but from the dishonesty of others. 

‘‘ As foreign credits become restricted, the large houses are 
compelled to restrict credits to their clients at home, and internal 
trade is much affected. The wholesale dealers are in an attitude of 
expectancy towards their foreign correspondents, With regard to 
the home trade, the large loca] houses at Galatz have combined to 
take the following measures :— 

‘“‘ 1. Goods are sold free at the stores of the vendors in Galatz. 

“2. The term for credit sales is three months, and at least 25 per 
cent. of the invoice value is to be paid in cash without discount. 

“ 3. The settlement of invoices is to be made direct by buyers 
within twenty days from the date of the invoice or despatch of the 
goods, and in case of non-payment during the above period the 
vendor can draw for the amount. 

‘© 4, The discount on goods sold at three months, and for which 
it is desired to pay cash, is 2 per cent. net. 


‘* All our attention is now fixed on the autumn harvest. It will 
decide everything. Let us hope it may be a good one.” 





FORESTS OF ROUMANIA. 


H.M. Consul at Bucharest (Mr. O. Wardrop) has forwarded the 
following abstract of an article which recently appeared in a 
Bucharest newspaper on the ee of the forests of Roumania :— 

The total area of woodland is 2,774,048 hectares (hectare =2°47 
acres), but at least 15 per cent. (424,048 hectares) consists of 
clearings, and the extent of real forest is 2,350,000 hectares, 7.e., 
18 per cent. of the whole country. There are no exact statistics 
of the quantity of land under each kind of tree, but the following 


figures are believed to be approximately correct :— 
Hectares. 


1, Fir forests (resinous) 12 per cent. - .-. 282,000 
2. Oak forests (exclusively or mainly oak) 20 percent. 470,000 
3. Beech forests with very little fir, oak, ash, syca- 

more, elm and hornbeam, of which the greater 

part has been taken out, 50 per cent. ... .- 1,175,000 
4, Other mixed varieties and forests of soft woods 

(in marshy ground) 18 per cent. nn ww» 423,000 


Total 2,350,000 
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Of the 282,000 hectares of fir forests, up to the present time at 
least two-thirds, say 188,000 hectares, has been or is being 
exploited, 7.e., devastated, and only 94,000 hectares is intact. Of 
the latter, about 14,000 hectares, especially in Muntenia (Walla- 
chia), is inaccessible, or of such small extent that it would not pay 
to work it by means of aerial lines. The area of fir woods 
capable of working for the saw-mills is thus 80,000 hectares, 
and their maximum capacity, allowing for bare spaces and young 
trees, is 300 cubic metres per hectare. Thus Roumania has a stock 
of about 24,000,000 cubic metres of building wood. 

The export of 1905 was 642,190 cubic metres of firwood, in 
logs and worked, of the value of 17,752,000 lei (710,000/.), not 
including wood in transit and the Goetz concession. This repre- 
sents more than 1,000,000 cubic metres of standing timber, for on 
fir cut into deals there is a wastage of 30 per cent. and 10 per cent. 
in taking off the bark. If to this be added at least 500,000 cubic 
metres gross of timber consumed at home, the total gross annual 
draft on the fir forests is 1,500,000 cubic metres. At the present 
rate of consumption the fir forests would thus last about 16 years, 
but allowing for the growth of the export trade and the develop- 
ment of home industries they may be exhausted in 10 years, and 
it will take 60 to 80 years before they grow again. 

The oak forests, too, are in a critical state; they have nearly all 
been worked or are in process of working. Large timber has 
become a rarity. The total contents of the oak forests annually 
available for working (taking the area occupied by trees of 60 
years and upwards as 150,000 to 200,000 hectares, and the yearly 
growth at 3 cubic metres per hectare) are from 450,000 to 600,000 
cubic metres. 

The export of oak (logs and worked timber) in 1905 was 41,035 
cubic metres, which represents about 60,000 cubic metres of 
standing timber. For the Roumanian railways (sleepers) 50,000 
cubic metres is required every year; for general home consump- 
tion 300,000 to 350,000 cubic metres. Thus the consumption is 
at present about equal to the production, and Roumania will soon 
have to be satisfied if she can supply her own needs. 

The beech forests are generally absolutely virgin, owing to their 
position in wild, inaccessible mountainous regions. Nevertheless, 
about 352,000 hectares is already being worked, and by the 
extension of the railway system 235,000 hectares more, making 
a total of 587,000 hectares, will soon be worked, while the 
remainder will rot where it stands. 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


ROU MANIA. 


With reference to the notice at p. 145 of the “ Board of Trade 
oe Journal” for the 17th January last, on the 
measlidiiiniesianest subject of the Roumanian Law for the Encourage- 
eI rs t ment of National Industry, the Board of Trade 
eee naval have now received, through the Foreign Office, 
a copy of a despatch from H.M. Minister at Bucharest, stating that 
a modification of the Roumanian industrial law has _ been 
proposed. It is contemplated that no further privileges shall 
be granted for the importation into Roumania of raw materials 
duty free, and that such existing privileges shall be annulled. 
The privileges of freedom from certain State and Municipal taxes, 
and the right to import free of duty machinery required for new 
factories may, however, be continued. 

A complete list (in Roumanian) of the articles at present 
admitted duty free under the Law for the Encouragement of National 
Industry may be seen by persons interested at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C. With a few exceptions the articles in question are raw 
materials and partly manufactured goods. 


TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 
In the Notice published on p. 219 of the issue of the “ Board of 
all Trade Journal” for 2nd May, 1907, reference 
Olive Oils : was made under the Australian Commerce 
Sesame Ori ‘A Order, No. 895, of February 15th last, to the 
y ae country of origin of olive, instead of castor, oil, 
pressed in England. 

The following is an amended notice under that Order: Castor 
oil, pressed in England, may be admitted into the Commonwealth 
if the country of manufacture is stated as “ England.” 

In the case of olive oil, blended or purified in “England, but which 
is chiefly of Italian or French production, it is necessary for the 
‘trade description ” to state the country where made. ' 





The Board of Trade have received from the Commonwealth 
Government a copy of the Statutory Rules 
nr pmol t (No. 29 of 1907) laying down Regulations 
iat npn made under the ‘“ Spirits Act, 1906,” and dated 
, 27th March, 1907. 
Regulations are made respecting— 
(1) Certificates and marking. of spirits, - 
(2) Licenses to make methylated spirits, and 
(3) Methylated spirits to be used for special, scientific or 
general purposes. 
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Imported methylated spirits are subject to the regulations, and 
it is provided that before delivery from Customs. control samples 
shall be taken and submitted for analysis to an analyst approved 
by the Collector. If the analyst certifies that such methylated 
spirits are not sufficiently methylated they are not to be delivered 
for home consumption until so methylated. 





NEWFOUNDLAND. 


With reference to the notice which appeared in the “ Board of 
Journal” for 18th April last, relating to a 
Resolution on Ways and Means whereby the 
Customs duties on certain goods imported into 
Newfoundland are revised, the Board of Trade have now received 
a copy of an Act (No. 27 of 1907) amending the “ Revenue Act, 
1905,” to the extent shown in the above-mentioned notice, with 
effect from 26th March, 1907. 

In addition to the changes referred to in the above-mentioned 
Resolution, the present Act further provides for the imposition 
of a duty of 50 cents per ton on coal imported for domestic 
purposes, into the port of Grand Bank, such coal having been 
previously admitted free of duty. 

Provision is also made for the imposition of a tax to be paid by 
owners or masters of all vessels entering the port of Grand Bank 
as follows : 

On all vessels owned in Grand Bank... 10 cents per ton. 
On all other vessels... wi ea Sd < 

The tax is to be collected in the same manner as light dues, and 

shall be payable not more than once in any year. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of an Act (No. 28 of 
eieeenteiiiten 1907) amending the “Customs Act, 1898,” 
of Dutiable Value with effect from 26th March, 1907. The 
present Act provides that, subject to such 

of Goods in 1 . 
lactate dees regulations as are made by the Governor in 
Council, in determining the dutiable value of 
goods, except when imported from Great Britain, Ireland, and 
Canada, there shall be added to the cost, or the actual wholesale 
price, or fair market value, at the time of exportation, in the prin- 
cipal markets of the country from whence such goods have been 
imported into Newfoundland, the cost of inland transportation, 
shipment and transhipment, with all the expenses included, from 
the place of growth, production or manufacture, whether by land 
or water, to the vessel in which shipment is made, either in 
transit or direct to Newfoundland, provided that in the case of 
dispute respecting the proper-amount of such inland transportation 
charges, the Minister of Finance and Customs may determine the 
same and his decision shall be final. : 


Revised 
Import Duties. 
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The Governor-in-Council may provide, in certain cases, that 
goods bond fide exported to Newfoundland from any country, but 
passing in transit through another country, shall be valued for 
duty as if they were imported directly from such first mentioned 
country. 

Goods that have been entered for consumption or for warehouse, 
or that have been permitted to remain unclaimed, or that have 
been permitted to remain for any purpose, in any country inter- 
mediate between the country of export and Newfoundland, shall 
not be considered as in transit through such intermediate - 
country, but shall be treated as goods imported from such inter- 
mediate country, and be valued and rated for duty accordingly. 





NORWAY. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pages 66-68 of 
Tar; ’ the “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 10th 

ariff Modifica- J se t] aah. eal t ‘ 
iis tek Tees anuary last on the subject of certain pro 
posals for the modification of the Norwegian 
Customs ‘T'ariff, the Board of ‘Trade are now in receipt, through 
the Foreign Office, of information to the effect that the proposals 
in question have been sanctioned and enforced, with the modifica- 
tions and additions stated below :— 

G.) Tariff No. 159.—The proposed alteration of the wording 
was Benross and this Tariff No. continues, therefore, to read : 
Strawherrves, cherries and pineapples. 

(ii.) Tariff No. 257b.—The duty proposed for talking machines, 
such as phonographs, gr amophones, and the like, with drums, discs, 
and other accessories (including receiving apparatus) and parts 
thereof, viz., 2 kron. per kilog. was reduced to 50 dre per kilog. 

(ili.) The followi ing further modifications of the Tariff have also 
been passed :— 

[ Additions to the text of the Tariff are printed in italic type. | 


lle 








Tariff a, | ‘Rate of 
No. Articles. | Duty. 
77 | Infants’ food ce ove oe ove ove ove Free. 
Fruits, dried— 
161 Plums, including prunes and “ victorias” ; cates Kr. Gre. 
and bananas soe = ose wie ..| Kilog. 0 15 
167) Coprah... ose Free, 


653 | To read as follows :—Tar " compounds for bottoms of 
(Note to)| ships and boats, &c., mixed with colours or metallic 
oxides, shall be dutiable as painters’ oil colours— 
(é.e., at 8 Ore per kilog.) 
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NETHERLANDS. 


A recent issue of the ‘“‘ Nederlandsche Staatscourant ” contains a 
Tariff direction by the Dutch Minister of Finance to 
Classification of the following effect:—Artillery such as long 
cannon, short cannon, howitzers, mortars and 

Artillery and wate ; 

Aes mitrailleuses, actually in use by the army in 

Ammunition, he N etherlands, and parts and accessories such 
as gun carriages, fore and rear ammunition waggons, wheels, axles, 
tyres, sighting appliances, shields for the men using the guns, &c., 
are dutiable on importation as * cannon, iron ” at 1 florin 25 cents 
per 100 kilogs. 

The various kinds of projectiles for cannon, such as shells, shell- 
shrapnels, shell-shrapnel-shells and shrapnel, also parts and acces- 
sories of projectiles, such as bodies of shells, cases of shrapnel-shells, 
percussion tubes, time percussion tubes, kindling charges, firing 
shells, smoke producers, explosive charges consisting of cases filled 
with picric acid, trinitotoluol and similar explosives, charged 
cartridge cases, brass or paper covers for cartridges, &c., are 
dutiable on importation as “cannon balls” at 75 cents per 


100 kilogs. 





SERVIA.: 


The Board of Trade are informed by the Foreign Office that the 
Servian Government have been furnished by 
H.M. Government with an assurance that the 
British Colonies, Possessions and Protectorates 


Most-favoured- 
Nation treatment 


C be ee ’ a accord to the produce and manufactures of Servia 
yang A ony ° as favourable treatment as that which they give 


to the produce and manufactures of any other 
foreign country, and that in consequence it was notified in the 
Servian Official Gazette for the 11th instant that the produce and 
manufactures ofthe British Colonies, Possessions and Protectorates 
are to enjoy complete and unconditional most-favoured-nation 
treatment in Servia in accordance with Article 13 of the recent 
Commercial Treaty between the United Kingdom and Servia. 





CUBA: 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
information to the effect that a ‘ustoms 


Customs Decision. Decision was published in the Cuban ‘ Gaceta 
Oficial” for the 23rd April to the effect that 


envelopes of common straw for packing bottles are to be assessed for 


import duty under No. 179 of the Cuban Tariff (2°32 dols. per 
100 kilogs.) 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


RUSSIA. 

H.M. Embassy at St. Petersburg report, on the authority of the 
“ Polar-Ural ” . N ovoe Vremya,” that the Commission on new 
an railways recently decided in favour of the con- 
struction of the Polar-Ural Railway (probably 
so called because it would cross the Ural Mountains). Being in 
connexion with the river systems of tlhe Ob and Yenisei, this line 
would be the chief route for the export of Siberian raw material to 
Kurope, and for the import into Siberia of European goods. All 
the chief commercial centres of Western Siberia—Tobolsk, Omsk, 
Semipalatinsk, the station of Ob, Barnoul, Tomsk, and Krasnoyarsk, 
—would thus be in connexion with European ports by means of a 
railway from the station of Sob on the left bank of the Ob (30 versts 
south of Obdorsk) to Varandai Bay on the Samoyede shore of the 
northern ocean. Another bay might possibly be chosen after final 
investigations. The length of line would be about 400 versts 
{266 miles). The length of the river route from the station 
of Ob, the central commercial point of Western Siberia, to the 
station of Sob is about 2,400 versts (1,600 miles). The length of 
the sea route from Varandai Bay to London, Antwerp, and 
Hamburg is from 6,900 to 8,500 versts (4,600 to 5,666 miles). 
Thus the rail carriage of goods by this route would only form about 
4 per cent. of the whole, whereas by ordinary transit routes 
it forms from 25 to 80 percent. Navigation along the Murman 
coast may be considered as perfectly safe for three and a half to 
four months of the year. Goods could be carried from the station 
of Ob to London within 28 days, while now from three to five 
months are requisite. It is proposed to construct a commercial 

port on the Samoyede coast, and a river harbour on the Ob. 
The cost of the construction of the Polar-Ural Railway is 

estimated at 40,000,000 roubles. 


PORTUGAL: 

With reference to the notice on p. 568 of the “ Board of ‘Trade 

Port Charges Journal” of 21st March, relating to a Law 

at Lisbon authorising the Portuguese Government to take 

; over the administration of the Port of Lisbon 

from 8th May, 1907, it is noted that the ‘‘ Diario do Governo ” of 

30th April contains an announcement to the effect that the present 

scale of charges at that port will remain in force until further 
notice. 








SPAIN. 
H.M. Embassy at Madrid reports the inauguration last month, by 
the Royal Mail Steamship Company, of a new 
service between Bilbao and Southampton. The 
voyage is to be accomplished in 42 hours and in 
time it is probable that many passengers will 
take advantage of this new route to. the United 
Kingdom. This service should gradually develop the export trade 
in wine, fruit and vegetables from the north of Spain. 


New Steamer 
‘Service between 
Bilbao and — 
Southampton. 
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ITALY: 


The British Vice-Consul at Spezia (Mr. E. M. de Garston) reports 
that coal charters for that port continue to be 
arranged on a basis of a 500-ton daily output ; 
this quantity, however, it is found in practice 
impossible to discharge continuously at Spezia. 
A limit which could be maintained there fairly constantly is 350 
tons per diem, and owners would be well advised, when considering 
a charter for Spezia, to calculate the lay days on that footing, and 
consequently stipulating for a slightly higher freight—say 3d. per 
ton—in return for the concession of a somewhat lower rate of 
discharge. 

Another and important point to be borne in mind by owners 
when stipulating charters for Spezia is that there are no official 
weighers at the port, consequently the power which is usually 
given to consignees of either receiving cargo on the bill of lading 
quantity, less 2 per cent., or of weighing same, should not be 
inserted, as it is -very apt to lead to trouble. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,781.) 


Coal and other 
Charters for 
Spezia. 


mteianienll PS LOAM TT, 


MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade are informed by their correspondent at 
Melbourne (Mr. Max Hirsch) that there was a 
Manufactured remarkable increase in the importation into the 
Metals and Commonwealth of manufactured metals and 
Machinery Trade machinery during January, 1907, the official 
"y ’ statistics showing a value of 578,000l. for that 
month, as compared with 349,000/. for the corresponding month of 
1906. 

The increase in the imports of agricultural implements and 
machinery consists mainly of seed drills, cultivators, disk harrows, 
ploughs, &c., though it was swelled by a few shipments of reapers 
and binders ordered by cable to catch the end of the harvest. In 
all these lines stocks had been exhausted owing to a series of good 
harvests. 

As. regards machines and machinery, the increase has mainly 
arisen’ in machinery for electrical and mining plants, though 
pumping plants for irrigation purposes may have contributed. 

Increases in the category of manufactured metals consist 
mainly of wire and wire-netting for agriculture, corrugated plates, 
girders. and other structural iron and steel’ for building, and 
material for and parts of agricultural implements and machinery 
to be manufactured locally. , ; : 





Increase in 
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Minerals, Metats, and Machinery. 





GERMANY. 

H.M. Consul at Stettin (Mr. R. Bernal) reports that, at the 
instigation of the Upper and Lower Silesian 
and Rhenish-Westphalian colliery owners and 
coal syndicates,a proposal is under consideration 
cre sana for the reduction of railway freights on German 
gas coals to Berlin and suburbs. This reduc- 
Native Gas Coal. tion is directed against British colliery owners, 
who supply Berlin and suburbs with about 584,000 metric tons of 
as coals annually, and have, up to the present, been in a position 
to successfully compete with German gas coals, owing to cheap sea 

and canal freights. 

The petition was rejected by the ‘“ Landeseisenbahnrat” (a 
permanent committee of railway officials and prominent merchants) 
on 12th July, 1906, by 27 votes to 10, but the final decision now 
lies with the Minister for Railways. 


FRANCE. 


The United States Consul-General at Paris, in a report to his 
fact e Government on the French automobile industry, 
pore mune refers to the recent organisation at Paris of an 
cccnemennae industrial corporation with a capital of 6,000,000 
eiantey francs (240,000/.) to undertake the manufacture 
of machine tools, especially of the type essential 
in the manufacture of automobiles. Hitherto the French automo- 
bile factories have been equipped to a great extent with machine 
tools imported from abroad, notably from the United States and 
from Germany. The value (including duties) of machine tools for 
automobile manufacture imported into France in 1906 is estimated 
at 25,000,000 francs, and to obviate this heavy drain upon the 
industry, to cheapen the cost of equipment, and to keep the whole 
economy of that important branch of manufacture more completely 
within French control are the purposes of the new enterprise. It 
will establish works for the construction of such machine tools as 
are not protected by patents, and presumably will seek to acquire 
rights to manufacture under such patents, domestic and foreign, as 
cover devices that are deemed essential. 


Proposed reduc- 
tion in Railway 
Freight to 








GREECE. 

H.M. Consul at Pirzeus (Mr. E. McDonell) reports that in view of 
the constant and increasing demand for minerals 
of all classes, it would undoubtedly be of profit 
Missienite; Even and interest to British merchants to turn their 
ac fom attention now to the mineral deposits of Greece. 
or Owing to lack of enterprise, capable mineralo- 
gists, and capital, very little has been done as regards mining in 
Greece. 


Mineral 
Deposits: Chrome, 
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GREECE — continued. 


During 1906 chrome ore has been exported from the Lamia 
district: it is reported that further developments of these mines 
are in progress, and a considerable output is expected in 1907. 
Throughout the Pirzeus district and the adjacent islands there exist 
important deposits of chrome, few of which are worked at present. 
The ores from these deposits show 30 to 50 per cent. oxide of 
chrome and average about 4 per cent. silica. 

Large deposits of magnesite exist in Kuboea and on the main- 
land, but notwithstanding the high percentage shown, only one 
company is now working. 

Large deposits of various iron ores of different grades are to be 
met with in many parts of the district, which, in the near future, 
will undoubtedly be of value. 


Copper exists in Greece, and, though appearing only in small 
veins, might, in view of the present value of that mineral, prove 
worth exploiting. One copper deposit is already being worked. 
(Foreign Order, Annual Series, 3,785.) 


The following particulars of the exports of emery from Naxos since 
1900, when the Greek Government first estab- 
lished depéts at Syra under its direct supervision, 
are taken from the “ Bulletin” of the French 
Chamber of Commerce at Athens :— 


Exports of Emery 
from Naxos. 


Year. Tons. 
1900... ie rr nr ie 6,023 
ee 28 ONES ee aS OR ee 
190Z .... ths io ini ae 4,921 
1903 ... oF ee sak ie 0,080 
1905 ... ae id ‘iad me 6,286 
~~ Ps ee 


The ‘ Bulletin” adds that the Naxos emery is considered of 
better quality than that produced in Ephesus, and if the present 
fixed price of 106 francs per ton were reduced the amount of the 
exports would undoubtedly be tripled. 
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AGRICULTURE, 


UNITED KINGDOM: 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 


Corn Prices. in the week ended the 18th May, 1907, 
were as follows :— 
Wheat oo. 288. 4d. 
Barley 23s. 10d. 
Oats 20s. ld. 


For further particulars see p. 385. 





GREECE. 


In reporting on the currant crop of Greece for the past year, H.M. 
Consul at Patras (Mr. F. B. Wood), after com- 
menting on the effect of the greatly reduced 
crop, states that stocks remaining at the time 
of writing (March, 1907), in the hands of growers and merchants 
were reduced to about 7 to 8,000 tons, which would be barely 
sufficient to supply the demand during the following five months, 
so that shippers will be compelled to have recourse to the 
Privileged Company, and buy from the retention stock, which 
even with the reduced export duty, will cost fully 1l. 1s. f.o.b., and 
this is the lowest price at which currants are likely to be sold 
during the present season. 

The exports of currants from August, 1906, to March, 1907, as 
compared with the same period last season, were as follow :— 


Currant Crop. 































Season Season 
1905-06. 1906-07. 

| Tons. | Tons. 

London ... - 22,950 | 24,450 
Liverpool nih 23,130 | 22,050 
British out-port on 2,970 | 7.828 
United States of Americ 10,520 | 12,500 
Canada ... 1,470 | 1,280 
France ... mas vas _ _ aoe on 350 130 

Germany, Belgium, tbe Netherlands, Austria- 

Hungary 23,140 23,250 
Australia 3,720 4,320 
Total 88,250 95,000 










Shipments from the opening of the season were very brisk, 
especially to the British markets, due partly to the comparatively 
high prices demanded for sultanas, raisins, and all other dried 
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Agriculture. 








GREECE—centinued. 


fruits, also to the marked increase in the consumption of currants 
in the United Kingdom, averaging about 15 to 20 per cent. above 
the last season’s. 

The total encashed by growers for the currant crop of 1906, in- 
cluding what they got from the sale of retention warrants, will 
amount to about 1,700,000/., as against 1,400,000/. in 1905. 

The crop prospects for 1907 are good, for one of the severest 
winters ever remembered has visited the country. Snow on several 
occasions has fallen in the plains bordering the sea coast, and 
frosts of considerable severity have been noted frequently; and it 
has been observed that severe winter is usually followed by abun- 
dant fruit crops, owing to the destruction by cold of the various 
insects and other maladies to which they are very subject. An 
abundant crop of currants has no longer terrors for growers, as the 
Privileged Company with its guaranteed minimum prices assures 
them a remunerative return whatever may happen. 


In the same report Mr. Wood states that the olive oil crop was 

very small, only about one-fifth of the usual yield. 

Olive Oil Crop. ‘The quality of Greek oil is excellent, but it is 

only in years of plenty that any is exported 

from the Patras district, as it forms a most essential part of 

the diet of Greek families of al] classes; and a usual yield just 

suffices for local requirements. During the past year about 

40,0001. of olive oil was exported from Calamata to ‘Turkey and 
Russia from 1905 stock. 





TURKEY: 


The British Vice-Consul at Konia (Mr. D. Wylie) reports that the 
big tuberous root of the soap plant, which 

Soap Plant. grows also in Somaliland and Syria, is used at 
Konia for the finer kinds of washing, such as 

embroideries. It has no oil in it. The price of the product is 
] piastre per 5 kilos. The Vice-Consul is not aware if this root is 
of any use to soap makers in the United Kingdom. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,776.) 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


‘he following statement shows the quantity and value of fish 
: .,.._ landed on the English and Welsh, Scottish, 
Pishery Statistics, od Irish Coasts during the month and four 

April, 1907. months ended 380th April, 1907, compared 


with the corresponding periods of the year 1906 :— 





Month of April. 


| 
ate 
a | 1907. | 1906. | 1907. 
| 
| 















































| 1906. 
ip l t | 
| Quan- | x~,),,, | Quan- | Quan- Quan- 
tity. | Value tity. Value | tity. | Value | tity. Value 
‘Beets — | , | 
Englandand Wales— cwts.| £ | Cwts.| £ || Cwts. £ Cwts. | &£ 
Fish, mena shell) | | 
fish .. ..| 944,088) 649,661 854,213) 607,423 || 2,995,550) 2,412,711. 2,745,447) 2,281,387 
Shellfish ... ...| — | 36,164 — | 28,423 - 114,234 | 95,508 
- 
Total Value... — | 685,825 — | 635,851 || — 2,526,945, — | 2,376,829 
—. | r sil 
| | | 
Scotland— | | | 
Fish, poem shell, | 
fish ... _..| 275,285 126,528 266,433) 128,137 || 1,419,033) 645,978 | 1,200,963 602,656 
Shellfish .. «| — | 7,246 — 6,576 ||}  — | 20,781; = — 20,803 
Total Value...) — | 133,774 — 134,713 || — | 666,759]  — | 628,469 
| | : 
Ireland— | | | 
Fish, sas raten shell | | | 
fish ... | 37,871) 18,418 37,647) 16,874 || 119,167) 65,680 77,299, 48,886 
ete. ia. et 562 — | 66f)) — | 2650) — 3,083 
| | | | | , 
Total Value...) — | 18,980, — | 27,638// — | 68,830 — | 51,969 
| i] j 








Nove. —All the above figures are subject to correction in the annual veturns. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 16th May 1907, 
Cotton Statistics. was 50,152 (including 420 bales British West 
Indian and 6 bales British West African), and 
the number imported during the twenty weeks ended the 16th May 
was 2,643,421 (including 3,068 bales British West Indian mer 
2,663 bales British West African). As regards exports, the 
figures are, for the week ended the 16th May, 1907, 9,397 bales, 
and for the twenty weeks, 240,657. 
Yor further details see p. 385. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH, 


-The Board of Trade have received from the Department of Trade 
ee and Customs at Melbourne copies of the follow- 
hektimet: Acts and Regulations :—No. 4 of 1906: 
alias An Act relating to Copyright in Industrial 
Designs ; No. 19 of 1906: An Act to amend 

the Patents Act, 1903 ; No. 115 of 1906: Regulations under the 
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Distillation Act, 1901; No. 117 of 1906: Provisional Regulations 
under the Designs Act, 1906; No. 119 of 1906: Provisional 
Regulations under the Copyright Act, 1905; No. 120 of 1906: 
Provisional Regulations under the Excise Act, 1901; No. 121 of 
1906: = ovisional Regulations under the Sugar Bounty Act, 1905 ; 
No. 122 of 1906: Regulations under the Trade Marks Act, 1905 
(these latter cancel the provisional regulations under this Act noted 
in the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 6th December, p. 481.) 

The above-mentioned documents may be inspected at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 





TRINIDAD. 


The Collector of Customs at Port of Spain reports that Trinidad 
a now reached a stage in rubber production 
Shinnents. when shipments of 1,000 lbs. at a time are 
made. Lots of Castilloa sheets have been sold 

at the rate of 4s. 3d. and 3s. 4d. per lb. respectively from two 
estates, while scrap rubber on one estate has sold for 3s. 34d. 


per lb. 





DENMARK. 


H.M. Legation at Copenhagen have forwarded a copy of a Law that 
I has been passed by the Rigsdag relating to the 
ssue of 

Bank Notes. prolongation of the concession (octroi) in favour 

of the National Bank, which is the only institu- 
tion in Denmark authorised to issue notes. 

The concession to the National Bank was granted for a period of 
90 years on 4th July, 1818, to take effect from Ist August, 1818. 
It would acc ordingly expire on 31st July, 1908, so that it was 
necessary to make arrangements for the issue of notes after that 
date. 

By the Law which has now been passed, the concession is pro- 
longed for a period of 30 years. ‘The share capital is to remain 
at "97, 000,000 kroner (1,500,000/.), but may be increased to 
50,000,000 kroner (2,778,000/.). The principal alteration is that 
the Bank must in future pay a contribution to the State, in return 
for the privilege of issuing notes. [*ormerly nothing was paid, but 
now the State is to receive (1) a sum of 750,000 kroner (41,7007.) 
prior to the payment of any dividend, and (2) after five per cent. 
of the profits have been placed to the Reserve Fund and six per 
cent. have been allotted to the shareholders, the State is to receive 
a quarter of any surplus profits. 

A further alteration is that the Bank is authorised for the fature 
to have as many notes in circulation as may be necessary for trade 
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and commerce, but its special fund must always equal one-half the 
amount of notes in circulation, while as security for the other half 
it must possess easily realisable solid assets at the rate of 
125 kroner in assets to 100 kroner in notes. 





GERMANY—-BAVARIA: 


H.M. Minister at Munich has forwarded a copy of the New Water 

Right Act passed by the Bavarian Chambers, 
er eee which will come into force on Ist January, 
Right Law. 1908. 

This law cancels and takes the place of the one of 28th May, 
1852, which did not sufficiently take into consideration the possi- 
bilities of water power, which have been so much developed by 
modern science. It is computed that the unused water power in 
the Kingdom could be made to develop a force of 800,000 horse 

ower. 

; H.M. Minister points out that Articles 153 to 155 of the new 
Act are the most important, as they regulate the compulsory 
surrender of private water-rights to the State, Corporations, &c., 
for public purposes. They also provide for the compensations 
which are to be paid in such cases. These Articles will enable the 
Bavarian Government to obtain the necessary water power for the 
electrification of the State railways whenever required. 

The text of this law (in German) may be inspected at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 75, Basinghall 
Street, H.C. 





ITAL Y—SICILY: 


H.M. Consul at Palermo (Mr. 8. J. A. Churchill, M.V.O.) reports 

Citrus Trade sa a a — of securing better prices 

with Zaverpool. °°" the local product of lemons and oranges, the 

local exporters have combined together not to 

load any Liverpool steamer with green fruit until seven days after 

the departure of the previous vessel. ‘This means a weekly 
despatch to Liverpool of Sicilian lemons. 





TURKEY. 


H.M. Consul at Constantinople (Mr. A. T. Waugh) reports, in con- 
nexion with the recent Turkish custom-house re- 


ee forms, that commercial travellers’ samples will be 
Samples considered as goods in transit, and the duty paid 


on them will be returned if they are re-exported 
within six months. The refund will be made at the last custom- 
house through which the goods leave Turkey. To benefit by this 
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facility, travellers must produce two copies of a special printed 
form of declaration made out in Turkish in indelible ink, and 
signed. These should specify the quantity and quality of the 
samples and the number of cases, with their marks, gumbers and 
contents. Only one sample of a kind may be introduced. 

These declarations will he compared and registered, the value 
of the goods estimated, the duty paid and a receipt ¢ given. The 
samples will then be separately marked with a lead seal for the 
purpose of identification. 

One copy of the declaration, bearing the seal of the custom- 
house, will be returned to the traveller, and will enable him during 
six months to clear his samples through any custom-house in the 
Empire, and to claim at the last custom-house the refund 
of the duty originally paid on those of the samples which he 
re-exports. 

Samples of no value, or of which no use can be made, are exempted 
from duty. ‘These instructions do not apply to articles of jewellery. 

Travellers who wish to avail themselves of these facilities should 
send out beforehand to their agents at the first port of arrival in 
Turkey a detailed list of their samples in order that the required 
declaration may be prepared and ready for them to sign on arrival. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,776.) 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M. Consul at Galveston (Mr. H. D. Nugent) has forwarded a news- 
Manufacture of P2P° extract relative to the proposed mantfacture 
on a large scale in Texas of paper from rice 

Paper from straw. The supply of timber suitable for the 
Rice Straw. nanufacture of pulp is being rapidly exhausted, 
both in the United States and Canada, and the price of wood pulp 
has therefore greatly advanced, costing now from 80 to 82 dollars 
a ton, whereas only a few years ago it could be had at from 40 to 
50 dollars a ton. In these circumstances experiments have been 
made to test the suitability of straw for the manufacture of pulp, and 
eventually a process for producing a fine grade of pulp from rice 
straw has been worked out. A company with a capital of several 
million dollars is making plans to put on the market the machinery 
and process to convert the rice straw of the Louisiana-Texas rice 
belt and the wheat belt of the West into as fine pulp for paper 
making as that now produced from pulp timber. Rice straw pulp 
can be obtained as low as 40 dollars a ton, while wood pulp, as 
stated above, costs double that amount. It is calculated that two 
tons of rice straw will produce a ton of fine pulp. ‘The production 
of rice straw in Louisiana and Texas during 1906 is estimated at 


from 670,000 to 1,000,000 tons. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continiued. 


H.M. Consul at Chicago (Mr. A. Finn) has forwarded a cutting 
from an American newspaper commenting on 
statistics that have been compiled by the United 
States Bureau of Forestry relative to the 
annual output of forest products in the United States, the 
stumpage, and the future prospects of the forest product industry 
if the present rate of consumption is maintained. The figures, 
it is stated, plainly show the need of corrective and regulative 
measures such as are now being applied by the Bureau to the 
preservation of the national forests. ‘lhe conclusion is advanced 
that, unless care is exercised, a lamber famine will be the inevitable 
outcome in a short space of time. 

According to the Bureau’s report, the per capita use of lumber 
annually in the United States is 400 feet, as against an average of 
60 feet for all European countries. The average forest lays up 
10 cubic feet per acre annually, while the average lumber con- 
sumption of the United States is 30 cubic feet. 

The annual output of forest products in the United States now 
averages 35,000,000,000 board feet of lumber; 100,000,000 cords 
of firewcod, 70,000,000 hewn cross-ties and 3,000,000 cords of 
pulp wood, which, taken together with shingles and lath, turpentine 
and rosin, unsawn exports and other products, make the value of 
the annual output 1,075,000,000 dols. ‘The total quantity of wood 
cut to produce this output is not less than 20,000,000,000 cubic feet. 
The total lumber cut since 1880 is estimated at 700,000,000,000 
feet. 


Depletion ‘of 
Timber Supply. 





MEXICO. 


Referring to the notice on p. 335 of last week’s issue of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” respecting a concession of 
fishing rights on the Pacific Coast of Mexico, 
H.M. Minister at Mexico City reports the pub- 
lication in the Official Journal of a further contract granting to 
Victor Manuel Castillo the concession of fishing rights on the 
coast of Mexico, extending from the Bay of Chipehua, in the 
State of Oaxaca, to the Bay of Tolomita, in the State of Chiapas. 

The main conditions of these and similar contracts are identical, 
the promoters undertaking to place their produce on sale in cer- 
tain Mexican towns at fixed rates that may not be exceeded, and 
to invest in the enterprise a sum of money that varies according to 
the geographical position (in respect to facilities of transport 
and the districts that can most readily be supplied) and the extent, 
of the fishing zone. 


Fishery 
Concession. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week and 20 Weeks 
ended 16th May, 1907 :— 


| | 











Week ended 20 ror } Week ended | 20 wh sca 
manistngee | 16th May, | hesgcr || 16th May, | oe 
1907 | 16th May, || 1907. | 16th May, 
me 1907, tor ht ee 
| IMPORTS. | Ex Ports, 
| ( Bales.) | ( Bales.) 
| j 
Pe ae ae ey ee ee 
| No. | No. 1 No. | No. 
American ses ove — 27,211 | 2,111,782 | 5,912 | 121,780 
one se ee ae 5.021 | 135,957 |] 30 | 10,412 
East Indian ... hes wel 1o7s | 84,832 | 1,099 | 18,794 
Egyptian ill dia a 8.341 259,430 || 1,898 84,160 
Miscellaneous oe 7,901* | = 51,4207 | 458 5,511 
Total ... ... «| 50,152 | 2,643,421 || 9,397 | 240,657 


| 
| 








* Including 420 bales British West Indian and 6 bales British West African. 


‘ . 9) eet 
tT 9 3,068 9 99 9 9 9 2,663 bb) 9 9 





Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure.* as received from the Iuspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 18th May, 1907, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


SS ———— —— 


| Average Price, 


a — — NS EEEEyEyEEEEEEEeEeEeEeEeEeeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEe* 


| Wheat. | Barley, Oats. 
| 


5 a : $. Y, &. ad, 


Week ended 18th May, 1907 ... nee ites 23 10 | 20 


Corresponding week in— 


ein ow me les ee eS SO 
OCR af ce! ee el Seer ott Bend Sa eee 
ee eee ae’ a MN ae Se 
ins w«w' wo ws =| Me ee oe 2 ee eee 
BE sis Sek: gee a, «on ig ee 
ies ten: eee. ade eo Be OR a eee 8 
1906 ... ~ - wd soe of 30 8 | 2.10 | 20. 1 








* Section 3 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine [mperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS, 
TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of April, 1907, have been 

published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
oi month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 3d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 382, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that Volume I. of the 
‘ Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with 
Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1906 
may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 8d. at any of the addresses enu- 
ae above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1902-1906, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country). ‘The second volume will contain 
details as to customs revenue, transhipments, and articles in bond, 
and particulars of the trade of the United Kingdom with each 
foreign country. 


BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


The “ Board of 'I'rade Labour Gazette’”’* is published by the Board 
of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are among 
the more important articles which appear in the May issue :— 
State of the Labour Market in April; Recent Conciliation Cases 
and Collective Agreements ; Child Labour in the United States ; 
Imports and Exports at Prices of 1900; Prices of Exported Coal ; 
Labour Tribunals in France—New Law; and Conciliation and 
Arbitration in Sweden—New Law. 


PATENT OFFICE PUBLICATIONS. 
Journals. 


The following Journals are published every Wednesday at the 
Patent Office, 25, Southampton Buildings, W.C. The price of 
each is 6d., by post 8d. :— 

1. “Illustrated Official Journal (Patents),” containing lists of 
applications for patents, proceedings relating to patents, illus- 
trated abridgments of specifications, ‘lists of registered designs, and 
reports of patent, and design trade mark cases. 

2. “Trade Marks Journal,” containing lists of applications for 
trade marks, with illustrations. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1d, 
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Abridgments of Patent Specifications. 


Illustrated abridgments of specifications are arranged in 146 


classes according to subjects. 


The sets for seven consecutive 


periods, extending from 1855 to 1900, are complete, and 144. 
volumes have already been published for the eighth period, 1901-4. 
The following have been issued during the current week :— 


Class 140. 


99 


$9 


Waterproof and similar fabrics. 
143. Weiyghing-apparatus. 
146. Writing-instraments and stationery and writing 


accessories [including educational appli ances |. 


The price of each volume is Is., 
be obtained from the Patent Office, 25, Southampton 


They may 


including inland postage. 


Buildings, W.C. A complete list of the classes will be supplied 


gratis on application. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a réswmé of some of the more interesting sub- 
jects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series issued 
since the last number of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal.” 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


No. 3,782. 


Trade of the States of California, Nevada and Utah, 


and the Territory of Arizona for 1906. 


General effects of earthquake 
and ensuing conflagration at 
San Francisco: gross loss esti- 
mated at from 75,000,000I. to 
100,000,000/. Progress of re- 
building. 

Notes on various branches of 
agricultural and fishing in- 
dustries. 


Reports by British 
Diego. 


No. 3,783. 


Notes on shipping and 
changes in steamship lines, 

Construction of new trans- 
port dock and bridge across 
Bay of San Francisco approved 
by Federal Government. 

Results of opening of Tehu- 
antepec railway. 

Notes on manufacturing and 
mining industries. 


Vice-Consuls ‘at Los Angeles and San 


Trade and Agriculture of the Consular District 


of Calais for 1906. 


Satisfactory Increase in 
British shipping. — 
Improvements in 


accommodation. 


harbour 


Colliery strikes were respon- 
sible for increase in import of 
British coal. 

Notes on principal industries. 


Reports by British Vice-Consuls at Boulogne, Lille, Amiens, 


and Croix District, 
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No. 3,784. Trade of the Territory of Hawaii for 1905-6. 


Gradual decrease in trade 
with United Kingdom since 
1900. 

Notes on principal articles 
of import and export. 


Increasing immigration of 
Japanese, who now number 
nearly 40 per cent. of the total 
population. 

Notes on harbour works and 
steamship lines. 


No. 3,785. Trade and Agriculture of the Pirzus and District 
for 1906. 


Trade generally shows signs 


of improvement, especially 
British trade. 

Suggestions to British 
traders. 

Table showing enormous 
increase in value of the 


drachma since 1902. 


Developments of marble 
quarries. 

Production of alcohol from 
currants. 

Notes on mining and agri- 


culture. 


Report by British Vice-Consul at Laurium. 


No. 3,786. Trade of Corfu, Cephalonia and Zante for 1906. 


Total failure of wine crop. 
Notes on industry and 


principal articles of import and 
export. 


Reports by British Vice-Consuls at Cephalonia and Zante. 


No. 3,787. 


Trade with United Kingdom 
has decreased from 22 per cent. 
to 15 per cent. of total foreign 
trade since 1897. 

Rapid improvements in eco- 
nomic and industrial conditions 
during last few years. 


Exceptionally good maize 


Trade of Roumania for 1906. 


harvest caused great increase 
in exports. 

Notes and statistics regard- 
ing agricultural and mana- 
facturing industries. 

Petroleum rapidly displacing 
coal and wood as fuel. Notes 
and figures on the petroleum 
industry. — 


Reports by British Vice-Consuls at (talatz, Sulina and Braila. 


No. 3788. 

The appointment of English 
advisers to native potentates 
has had a beneficial effect on 
trade. 

Notes on principal articles 
of import and export. 


Trade of the Monthons of Saiburi and Puket for 1906. 


Attempts to introduce the 
cultivation of rubber. 

Possibilities of development 
of coal and tin ore mining. 

Proposed dredging of Tong- 
kah harbour. 
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No. 3789. Trade of Buenos Ayres and District for 1906. 


Imports show an increase of ture as the chief source of 
30 per cent., while exports wealth. 
show a decrease of over 6 per Progress of mining and tex- 
cent. tile industries. 

Notes on articles of import Accounts of railway exten- 
and export. sions and construction of new 

Rapid advance of agricul- public works. 


Reports by British Vice-Consuls at Campana, Bahia Blanca, La 
Plata, and British Consular Agent at Gallegos. 


No. 3790. Trade of Consular District of Beira for 1906. 


Trade j;statistics show a Hints to British traders. 
slight improvement. Changes in Rhodesian Cus- 
Notes on principal imports toms duties. 
and exports. Account of harbour im- 
Progress of mining industry. provements and public works. 


Reports by the British Acting Vice-Consul at Chinde, the 
Consular Agent at Quilimane, and the British Vice-Consul at 


Mozambique. 





OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Mines and Quarries: General Report and Statistics for 1906. 
Part I. District Statistics. [Cd. 3,478.) Price 7d. 

This return, which forms the first part of the General Report on 
Mines and Quarries for 1906, contains statistics of the number of 
persons employed, the output of minerals, and of accidents at 
mines and quarries in the United Kingdom arranged according to 
the inspection districts. 'The total output of the undermentioned 
minerals in the United Kingdom in 1906, as compared with 1905, 
was as follows :— 














—— 1905. 1906. 

Tons. Tuns. 
Coal bers ows ate 7 see vee) 236,128,936 251,067,628 
Iron ore... one ie ree nae west 14,590,703 15,500,406 
Clays and shale ... de ‘el ov ebal 15,134,754 15,291,352 
Limestone (other than chalk) ... ae “— 12,501,780 12,758,588 
Igneous rocks vee ese bet nish ool 5,956,900 6,165,750 
Sandstone ... veh —~ haa _ ote! 5,640,684 5,261,150 
Chalk bea oe one ose bea 4,535,584 4,749,310 


oe ——__—__— EE — 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE: 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 73, Basinyhall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. 

On application being made to it either personally or by letter, 
the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, information with regard 
to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; Matters 
relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations ; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in 
different localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender. 
Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of 
Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning Commercial 
Travellers, &c., &c. There isa Sample Room at the offices of the 
Branch, where, in addition to samples illustrative of reports of 
H.M. Consuls or of the Correspondents or Special Commissioners 
of the Board of Trade, specimens of special interest that may be 
received from the Imperial Institute, India, or the Colonies, &c., 
are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of India, Canada, and Queensland, also the 
Governments of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, have 
established, in proximity to the Commercial Intelligence Branch, 
at 73, Basinghall Street, special offices for dealing with trade 
matters (see next page). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The “ Journal ” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in 
Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from 

Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN. AND COLONIAL 
TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES. 
India.—The India Trade Enquiry Office at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., has been established for the purpose of supplying 
the general public withall available information as to the commercial 

products, manufactures and trades of British India. 

The office is under the superintendence of an India Office official, 
who is in daily attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. 

The current publications of the Government of India dealing 
with Indian Trade statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic 
products, &c., are kept in the office, and can be consulted free: the 
various Indian Directories are also filed. 

Canada.—The Canadian Government have secured premises at 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where an office has been 
opened under the designation of ‘‘Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch,” for the convenience of the commercial cimeetaine, 

In due course it is intended to equip and maintain a display 
room, illustrating the products, resources and manufactures of the 
Desiatos. In the meantime, a Canadian representative attends 
daily to deal with enquiries and applications regarding Canadian 
import and export trade, and to supply information about 
Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 

Queensland.—F or the convenience of the commercial community 
in the City of London, the Agent-General for Queensland has 
opened a branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
where a representative attends daily to give information to 
enquirers regarding trade, mining, and all other matters relating 
to Queensland. 

A collection of articles representative of the pastoral, agricultural, 
and mining industries of Queensland is on view, and information 
regarding these industries can be obtained at the Office, as above. 

Transvaal and Orange River Colony—A ‘Trade Enquiry Office 
has been opened at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., by the Govern- 
ments of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, on the lines of 
the agency established at the same address by the Government of 
Cape Colony, but under the general direction of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Superintendent in charge of the Office deals with, and 
supplies free, information in regard to the products and resources 
of the two Colonies, the opportunities they present to the settler, 
their railway facilities, the regulations of all kinds in force in 
them affecting trade, &c., &c. 

South Australia—The Government of South Australia have 
established a Produce Department at the offices of the Agent 
General, Threadneedle House, 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
Londen. E.C. Mr. A. KE. M. Norton, the Commercial Agent, is in 
charge of this department, and he will supply, free of. cost, full 
information regarding the exports from South Australia of all sorts 
of Produce. 

The South Australian Government intend very shortly to send 
to London specimens of every description of South Australian 
Produce, and these will be displayed in one of the offices of the 
Commercial Agent’s Department. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES—continued. 


Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have offices at 98, Victoria Street, London, S.W., for the purpose 
of a Commercial Agency for that Colony, under the superintendence 
of the Trades Commissioner, who, together with the Commercial 
Agent, deals with, and supplies free, information on trade subjects 
connected with the Colony, such as commercial products, industries, 
trade, tariff regulations, commercial statistics, railway rates, 


prospects for emigration, &c., &c. 


IMPERIAL INSTITUTE, 


The Imperial Institute at South Kensington was transferred by 
Act of Parliament to the control of the Board of Trade on the 
Ist January, 1903. ‘The work formerly carried on by the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Office of the Institute is now conducted by 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Imperial Institute is chiefly occupied with the systematic 
investigation and illustration of the principal resources of India 
and the Colonies. It includes :— 

1. The Galleries, containing collections of economic products, 
&c., illustrative of the natural and commercial resources of British 
Possessions. ‘These are open free to the public daily (except on Sun- 
days) from 10 am. to 5 p.m., in Summer, and from 10 a.m. to 
4p.m.in Winter. Information and publications concerning India 
and the Colonies, their products, industries, prospects for emigra- 
tion, &c., may be obtained on verbal application at the Central 
stand in the galleries, or applications may be addressed in writing 
to the Director of the Imperial Institute, South Kensington, S.W. 
From time to time samples and specimens of raw and manufactured 
products will be shown in the sample room attached to the offices 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade at 
73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 

2. The Scientific and Technical Department with extensive 
laboratories specially equipped for the purpose of investigating 
problems connected with tropical agriculture and development. 
In this Department new or little known natural products from 
India and the Colonies, and commercial products from new 
sources, received through the Government of the countries con- 
cerned, are examined with a view to their valuation and utilisation. 

3. The Library and Reading Rooms, containing a large collection 
of Indian and Colonial works of reference, which are regularly 
supplied with the principal official publications of India and the 
Colonies, and with many of the principal newspapers, periodicals 
and maps of the United Kingdom, India, and the Colonies. 

4. Conference and Meeting Rooms which are available under 
certain conditions for the purpose of meetings, lectures, &c., on 
subjects of importance to India and the Colonies. 

5. ‘he “ Bulletin of the Imperial Institute.” This publication, 
which is now issued quarterly, includes reports on investigations 
conducted at the Imperial Institute, and also special articles 
relating to recent developments in tropical agriculture and in 
the utilisation of raw materials. The ‘ Bulletin” may be 
obtained at the Imperial Institute, South Kensington, or from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, E.C., price one shilling per number. 

















